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As it appears to one of the sum
mer residents who would answer,
without exaggeration or overstate
ment, questions in relation to his
summer home.
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Sorrento

HE Town of Sorrento is situated on “ Wau- Situation
keag Neck,” a promontory in Frenchman’s
Bay, about four miles in length and two
miles wide.

T

The summer colony of about twenty cottages
is at the southern end of the peninsula, about six
miles north of Bar Harbor, and a mile and a half
southeast of Mount Desert Ferry, the terminal of
the Maine Central Railroad on Frenchman’s Bay.
Steamers ply between the Ferry and Sor
rento, and between Sorrento and the Ferry and
Bar Harbor.

There is a through train to and from New Train and
York each week day; and one night and two day etotrains going East, and two day and two night
trains going West, about nine hours, between the
Ferry and Boston.
There is also excellent steamboat service from
Bar Harbor to Rockland, from Rockland to
Boston, and between Bangor and Boston. The

trip, either by train or boat, is interesting, and,
especially by boat, the scenery in many places is
very beautiful.
The mail service is as good as the train ser
vice, and the express companies are satisfactory.

Telephone connection is through the West
Sullivan exchange, and telegrams are sent via
Ellsworth, Maine.
General
Character
istics

The Coast of Maine is generally regarded as
the most beautiful portion of the Atlantic sea
board within the boundaries of the United States,
and Sorrento shares with the other portions of
this coast in the various features which make it so
beautiful and attractive.
The shores are rocky and frequently are
wooded with fir, spruce and pine. The tides
are sufficiently high to add to the interest. There
are a number of islands, and the hills on Mount
Desert (Green Mountain about 1500 ft. high) ris
ing, as they do, directly from the water, are more
imposing than hills of the same height elsewhere
on the coast, and their coloring is often ex
tremely beautiful. The afternoon lights on the
hills are, we think, more lovely looking from
Sorrento than from other points of the compass,
and the outline of the hills from there is especially
pleasing.

The air is more like that at the mountains
than at the seashore, although at times we get
decided whiffs of real salt water. The woods
have their effect on the air, and the fragrance of
the fir and pine is often noticeable even on the
water. In fact, the quality of the air, which is
invigorating as well as pleasing, is the chief at
traction of the Maine coast.
The climate is rather cool. During the sum
mer of 1910 the thermometer was over 80° on
only three days; 82°, 83° and 86° respectively.
The temperature at night is rarely over 74°, and
it is usually from 10 to 15 degrees cooler at night
than during the day.
The ocean is about ten miles distant, on the
other, side of Mount Desert Island, and, as Sor
rento is back from the ocean, it is thought that
the breeze is without the edge which at times is
a little trying to some people at some places on
the coast of Maine.
And, to answer a question frequently asked
by strangers, being a little back from the sea,
there is always less fog at Sorrento than on the
ocean side of Mount Desert.

Frequently there are two or three weeks at
a time without fog. Somewhat singularly too,
the fogs are not always wet. Often the seats

Climate and
Weather

of a boat or a piazza railing will be perfectly dry
in what appears to be a thick fog; and there is
never enough moisture in the air to occasion the
feeling which there is at the seashore farther
south, of dampness or mouldiness. Gloves and
other articles may be left about throughout the
summer or entire year without any of the
troubles which are apt to appear farther south.
Most of us, I confess, are rather fond of the
fogs, as nothing in nature is more beautiful than
their coming and going, and they give a contrast
to the wonderful clearness of many of the days.
A rather carefully kept diary shows an aver
age during five years of sixteen all foggy days,
and sixteen days which were thought to be suffi
ciently foggy, to be marked as foggy morning
and afternoon, or (with bright noons) as foggy
morning and afternoon—an average of one really
foggy day a month during the five summer seasons.

The weather is apt to follow cycles, clear
ing usually into the N. W., after a twelve-hour
southeaster, or more rarely after a twenty-four or
thirty-six-hour northeaster. Then there will be
two or three very clear, bright days, and then with
westerly and southerly and back to easterly winds,
the days will be less bright, with softer lights and
getting more gray, perhaps with morning fog

before the rain. The round is made in from five
to ten days, more rapidly in the summer, more
slowly in the autumn, and sometimes there is
no rain, but a bright, clear northeaster—an off
shore wind, with lights on hills and water the
clearest and most lovely of all.
The views from most of the cottages are ex- Views
cellent, and one who is disposed to be enthusi
astic is apt to say that the best view is from which
ever cottage he happens to occupy. Certainly
anyone would be hard to please who could not
enjoy the view from most.

From the tower of the hotel a more extended
view is obtained, Blue Hill, 20 miles away,
being easily recognized, and the view from Preble
Island is equally extended and beautiful.
At Sullivan, about six miles distant, the
view down the bay is considered one of the most
beautiful in America, as a framed view, the shore
coming down on each side of the water and bring
ing the hills in the center of the scene.

The hotel, or inn, consists of two houses Hotel
pleasantly placed on rising ground among the
trees, a little apart from the village, with an es
pecially beautiful outlook from the second story
and upper windows. The buildings are more sub
stantial than is common in summer hotels, and

hence are less noisy. The rooms are clean and
well furnished, and the table is good.
Distance to
Postoffice,
etc.

The main road and a board walk pass in
front of the hotel. The garage is six or seven
hundred feet away, the postoffice two or three
hundred feet beyond, and the steamboat landing
about four hundred feet from the postoffice.

Church

The church is designed by a competent archi
tect, built of materials suitable to the climate
and surroundings, simple in finish, sheltered by
the trees, and well and lovingly cared for. The
services are under the charge of the Rev. James
M. Freeman, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Min
neapolis. St. Mark’s is one of the largest parishes
in the west, and those who hear Mr. Freeman
appreciate the privilege which we enjoy at Sor
rento. It is the custom to go to church here
more than at most summer resorts.

Library

The library is an attractive building, and
serves as a common meeting place for the cot
tagers and those who are staying at the hotel.
It is used as a casino by the young people, and as
a place for cards and afternoon teas by the older
ones.

Tennis

Tennis courts, and an unusually good small
boat landing add much to our pleasure and
comfort.

The islands in front of the village make a Harbor,
little harbor which is always smooth; an ex
cellent place for yachts to lie, and a good place
for rowing and canoeing. Motor boats afford
much pleasure and there are various places in
the neighborhood which can be visited by them
conveniently and enjoyably. The town water is
brought directly to the dock, which is a great con
venience to yacht owners.

The bay south of Sorrento offers a basin for
sailing, practically land locked, about four by
six miles, and the upper bay towards Sullivan,
perhaps two by four miles, is still more sheltered.
It would be hard to find a better or safer place
for small boat sailing. Traffic is so infrequent
that chances for collision are practically elim
inated, long tows are unknown, and it is not
possible to drift out to sea. The channel is well
buoyed; but in the upper bay there are enough
ledges to make it interesting for young folk, and
for those not so young, who wish to be their own
pilots and find their own short cuts and establish
their own ranges.

Trips by steamboat about the upper bay and
around Mt. Desert Island are comfortable and
interesting. The boats are remarkably clean and
well handled.

Bar Harbor

Bar Harbor, half an hour distant, is an at
tractive point for an afternoon or morning. The
walks are carefully laid out, the drives excep
tionally fine, and the views from Green and
Newport Mountains among the best in the
state. At Bar Harbor there is always a great
deal of very beautiful music, both in the daily
concerts by musicians from the Boston Symphony
Orchestra, at the Swimming Pool, and at the
frequent afternoon concerts in the Temple of
Fine Arts built especially for this purpose near
the golf links.
The Kebo Valley Golf Links are among the
most lovely, most interesting and best kept in
the country. There are various tournaments
throughout the summer.

The rocks and surf on the shore of Mount
Desert are always attractive for a spare hour on
the island.
The Bar Harbor Tea Rooms offer dainty lun
cheons and five o’clocks. Lunches for picnics
may be obtained there.
Drives and
Walks

The drives about Sorrento itself are not nu
merous, as the town is on a promontory, but they
are very pretty, and the back roads on the main
land are pleasing, and for country roads unusually
good for automobiling.
The town roads are

kept in exceptionally good order, and a number
of owners of automobiles, living on Mount Des
ert Island (where motors are not permitted) are
in the habit of keeping their cars at Sorrento.

The walks by the shore and through the woods
or along the roads are very pleasant.

The trees do not grow to so great a height
on the coast as further inland, but they are suf
ficiently large to add much to the pleasure and
beauty of the place, and a considerable portion
of the town is well wooded, though not of course
with the first growth.
Fairly good cod fishing is within easy access,
and children can catch as many flounders and
pollock as they wish from the landing float and
rowboats in the harbor. Tunk and Flanders
Ponds have a reputation for furnishing fresh
water fish, and there is some bass fishing in ponds
not far away; but salmon and trout fishing are not
so good as in some of the ponds further inland,
except possibly during the spring.

Sorrento is especially fortunate in having an
excellent and abundant supply of soft, pure water
available for all the cottages.
The summer people as a rule make long sea
sons, and as the same families have been in the

Fishing

Town Water

A Neighborly
Feeling

village for a number of years, there is the feeling
that all are well acquainted. All live very quiet
ly and there is a general desire to avoid care and
elaborate entertainments during the summer.
The Towns
people

The townspeople are self-respecting and lawabiding. Of course, as in every seashore commu
nity, there must at times be some who regard the
summer visitor as fair game. This is not un
natural, and the summer visitor is probably the
one most to blame for this frame of mind.

Bar Harbor is not so far away that its lav
ishness is entirely unnoticed in Sorrento, and oc
casionally automobilists or others who come to
Sorrento have been foolishly prodigal with their
money. The idleness of the summer community
also sometimes gives the townspeople a false im
pression of the summer residents. It is not always
plain to them that the summer is regarded by us
as a time for rest, and in some cases a recovery
from, or in others a preparation for hard work.
That we are idle during our vacations does
not mean we never feel the need of working, or
that we are indifferent as to our expenditures.

It is well for the summer visitors to understand
the possible effect produced by their vacation time,
and as they may have an opportunity, to protest
in a good-tempered and reasonable manner against

whatever may seem to be a tendency towards
extreme or improper charges.
Acquaintance with the native population will
disclose sterling qualities, and it will be seen that
most of the townspeople are anxious that the
summer visitors should enjoy the place and be
come permanent cottagers, or return to the ho
tel for successive seasons. It is only among the
exceptional cases that a shorter-sighted policy
prevails.
The town of Sorrento was set off from the The village
town of Sullivan to meet the wishes of those
who were developing the property, and the vil
lage of Sorrento has grown up to meet the needs
of summer residents. Being thus quite a new
village, it is exceptionally clean and free from the
objectionable features of some of the fishing vil
lages or quarry towns.
Rather a peculiar feature of Sorrento is that
no one of the summer residents now cares to boom
the place, or to see it grow rapidly, but all are glad
to welcome visitors, and disposed to assist those
who are congenial and wish to obtain permanent
homes in the summer colony.

The Village Improvement Society, while not village
a very active organization, forms a point of con- society
tact between the cottagers and some of the towns
people. It has cut various walks through the

woods and has placed benches along the shore for
those who like to rest as well as to walk, and it
quietly accomplishes various measures for the
welfare of the village.
Caution

It is apt to be cool at the Ferry when one
comes from the train, and all are cautioned to
have wraps with them which they can put on
when they leave the trains and step on board the
steamboats.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

I state with great pleasure that “The Misses Tileston, who for
the past ten years have been identified with the Dome of Rocks,
Castine, Maine, have leased for this season the Sorrento and Look
out Cottages, Sorrento, Maine, where they will be ready to receive
guests from June 15th to October 1st.’’
I quote further from their announcement:
“Out-of-door life, under the most favorable conditions, is
the great inducement which has decided the Misses Tileston to go
to Sorrento for this summer, and to accept a proposition to manage
a large Inn which will be built for them to open for the season of
1912.

This delightful Inn will be opened for the season of 1912.
Built along the lines of greatest comfort and simplicity, the main
effort will be to eliminate all aspects of a summer hotel while as
suring its conveniences. Located on one of the highest points of
ground west of High Head, the outlook from both piazzas and
rooms will be unexcelled. A roof garden and sleeping porches
will be interesting features. The golf links will be accessible from
the piazzas. Fine sites for bungalows along the shores of the four
acres belonging to the Inn may be chosen this year, and plans for
building arranged. These bungalows will be the property of The
Dome, and parties engaging them will take their meals there.

The cottages for this season are small but very attractive and
convenient, open fire places and broad piazzas affording indoor
and outdoor comfort. There are three suites with baths; these
will be rented for the season only. For other rooms, those desiring
accommodations for July and August will have first consideration.

Hotel

The Cuisine, as heretofore, will receive personal attention.
In arranging for this year and the future, the matter of fresh chick
ens, eggs, fish and vegetables has been carefully planned, and
guests are assured the best home table, both in cooking and ser
vice, that can be desired.”
Cottages

Several cottages in Sorrento are at this date unrented. In
formation concerning them may be obtained from Mrs. William
L. Jackson, Mr. Frank L. Trundy, and Mr. George H. Grant, Man
ager of the Sorrento Realty Company, Sorrento, Maine. The
writer takes the liberty of saying that he occupied Mrs. Jackson’s
cottage before obtaining his own permanent summer home at
Sorrento, and that it is charmingly situated, with very restful
and beautiful views, and is convenient and well furnished. This
cottage is about a mile by land and half a mile by water from the
village.

Garage

Mr. N. P. Foster, the owner of the garage, writes as follows:
"We can accommodate thirteen automobiles; our rates are one
dollar per day, or twenty-five dollars per month, or seventy-five
dollars for the season (three months or over); one dollar and fifty
cents for wash and polish. Gasolene, twenty cents per gallon; oil,
from fifty cents to one dollar a gallon; hard grease, twenty cents
a pound. These are outside figures.”

Boat Landing

The landing stage for small boats is under Mr. Foster’s care,
and for the use of this landing he reports the following charges:

“Fifteen dollars for large boats and five dollars for rowboats.
A boat using the stage a month or less will be charged five dollars.”
Rowboats

Mr. L. H. Havey on the Maine Central Dock has rowboats
for rent. His tariff is:
BY THE HOUR

First
$.25

Third
$.15

Second
$.20

Fifth
$.10

Fourth
$.10

BY THE DAY
First
$1.00

Second
$.75

Third
$.50

Fourth
$.50

Fifth
$.25

Sixth
$.25

Seventh
$.25

First
$3.50

First
$11.00

BY THE WEEK
Second
Third
$3.00
$2.50
BY THE MONTH
Second
$8.00

Fourth
$2.00

Third
$6.00

For the entire season, $22.00
Mr. Havey will be found extremely obliging in checking
trunks to any desired destination, a little notice being given in
advance.

The general store and market is kept by the Hall & Goodwin Groceries
Company. Mr. Goodwin defines his policy as follows:
and Meats
“I will carry a full line of S. S. Pierce’s goods to sell at their
retail prices, also a very good line of meats, fruits and other prod
ucts at prices reasonable.”

The quality of the meats is usually excellent, both at the store
in the village and as furnished by Mr. Arthur Bunker from Sullivan;
and excellent meats and groceries can be obtained from Ellsworth
and Bar Harbor. Prices for meats are a little higher than in New
York and Boston.
Mr. C. W. Sargent has a farm near the village, and writes as
follows:
‘‘Milk at nine cents per quart; vegetables, butter, eggs, chick- Milk, ice and
ens, fowls at market prices.”
Vegetables

Ice is furnished by Mr. Sargent at the rate of six dollars per ton.
Mr. George H. Bartlett, about two miles from the village, but
connected by telephone, states that he will furnish milk at eight
cents a quart, and solicits orders for butter, eggs, vegetables, etc.
He plans to co-operate with other farmers who do not themselves
bring their produce to the village, and he hopes to be in position
to supply early and late, as well as mid-summer vegetables.
Mr. Allen Hall also announces that he will be prepared to sup
ply vegetables at satisfactory prices, and Mr. L. E. Wilbur prom
ises his assistance to Mr. Bartlett and plans himself to have berries
and to raise late vegetables.

Fish

Post-Office,
Soda Foun
tain, etc.

Care of
Lawns, etc.

Stable

Laundry
Work

Village Hotel

Chauffeurs

Mr. C. H. Workman writes: “I shall do some boat fishing this
season, but can not say how much. But I would be glad to sell
what fish and clams I can catch or handle at a fair price to the
cottage people.
Fish and lobsters may also be obtained at the store, and of
“Manuel” in the village.
The Postmaster, Mr. Percy L. Aiken, has a small store with
photographic materials, confectionery, soda fountain, etc., in con
nection with the post-office, and is of assistance to the summer
community in a number of ways. Mr. Aiken is an expert photog
rapher. His letterhead reads as follows:
“Titles abstracted. Conveyances made. I buy, sell and rent
summer cottages, winter sporting camps, seaside bungalows, sum
mer hotels, yachts and motor boats. Can promptly fill any want
of the vacation season, from an experience of twenty years in
Maine summer resorts. Winter address, Bangor, Maine; summer
address, Sorrento, Maine.”
Mr. F. L. Trundy writes that the care of cottage lawns, flowers
and gardens is one of his specialties, and he will promptly attend
to cottage work of all kinds and will furnish men, teams and
material for all kinds of jobbing, contract or day work at reason
able prices.
His letterhead states that he takes care of summer
property during the winter, and he also announces that he has
summer cottages for sale and for rent, at prices ranging from
$250 to $500 a season.
Mr. H. L. Cleaves writes that he has room in his stable for
twelve to fifteen boarders and will be prepared to furnish all the
teams required at Sorrento—probably six or seven horses with
good rigs. He expects to give the stable his personal attention
and intends to have everything in first-class condition.
Laundry work is done by Mrs. Trundy and Mrs. Seavey in the
village, and by Mrs. Smith, who lives a mile or two from the village,
but will call for and deliver the garments. There usually is also
an agent of the Bar Harbor laundry in the village.
The Arcadia, a little hotel in the village, is too much shut in
by other buildings to be attractive to summer visitors, but is well
spoken of by those who have taken meals or lodged there.
Chauffeurs and sailing masters can easily find satisfactory
lodging or boarding places.

The tenniscourts are underthe charge of a committee appointed
by the Village Improvement Society, and are kept in order by
contributions from the different families or players; $5.00 a family
during the past season was sufficient to keep the courts in order.
The library is managed by a committee of summer residents.
A deposit of $1.00 is required for the use of the library during the
summer, and, as there is no regular fund for the purchase of books,
it is customary for summer visitors to donate this to the library
and not to collect it, as technically, under the by-laws, they have
the privilege of doing at the end of the season.
The larger portion of the land which is for sale in Sorrento is
owned by the Sorrento Realty Company, of which Mr. Geo. H.
Grant is manager. Mr. E. R. Conners has some land which may
be purchased, and Mr. Percy L. Aiken is familiar with most of the
land which may be bought from non-residents.
There are two islands for sale within the township; one to the
east of the village, owned by the Sorrento Realty Company, and
the other to the west, owned by Mrs. Amelia MacFarland of Han
cock. Mr. Geo. H. Grant will name price on the Realty Co.’s island,
and the undersigned can give information on Mrs. MacFarland's
behalf about her island. He would be pleased to land on
it any who may be interested, and can say that the views from it
are especially beautiful and the price moderate.
The Board of Health, after most careful consideration for the
welfare of the place, have adopted by-laws, which it is hoped the
cottagers and storekeepers will earnestly assist in having observed.
It may be necessary to explain these by-laws to servants and clerks
and to insist that the specified receptacles be promptly obtained
and properly used.
As our friends the brokers say, “the above information is sup
posed to be correct, and is obtained from sources which are thought
to be reliable, but it is not guaranteed by the undersigned. ”
A word of caution about the use of boats may not be amiss.
Totally inexperienced persons should not go out alone in any sort
of a boat, but should receive some lessons or instructions from one
who is thoroughly experienced; and it should be remembered that
no boat is safe for those who are thoughtless or fool in it. No
two persons should ever stand up in a small boat at the same time,
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and no one should continue standing in such a boat. Stand only
when necessary and for as short a time as possible. Great care
should also be used in changing places in a boat.
Thought should be given to “trimming ship”—that is to sit
in the center of the seats so that the boat will be evenly balanced.
Anyone who rocks a boat should at once be put ashore.
If a hat or anything else starts to blow overboard, let it go
and pick it up afterwards. Boats have been upset by those who
jumped to catch something which was being blown overboard.
Before starting, notice the direction of the wind and don’t go
far from shore in an off-shore breeze. Get in or out of a boat one
at a time. Keep head on to steamer waves or rough water.
In a canoe, the rule is to sit in the middle; sit low, and sit still.
Don’t change places except at the float, and then get out and get
in again.
With these precautions in mind, all may feel fairly safe on the
water and may enjoy it thoroughly; but remember, “it is a long
way to the bottom.”
“ The Boat-Sailor’s Manual ” should be read by the inexperi
enced who use sailboats.
There never has been a serious accident among the summer
residents at Sorrento, and, with ordinary prudence, we believe there
never need be.
Fire in the woods, or if started in a building, usually means
certain and complete destruction. All summer visitors accord
ingly are cautioned not to throw away matches, cigarette or cigar
stubs until absolutely certain they are extinguished; best deposit
them carefully in some place that cannot possibly be ignited.
A match should never be thrown in the bottom of a power boat.
Several owners forbid smoking on small boats of this class.
Will the ladies pardon a word? In taking birch bark from
the trees, please step back from the roads so far that the trees which
are stripped cannot be seen from the road; and remember that the
bark should be taken in vertical strips and not in circles completely
around the tree. If the sap layer is cut through entirely around
the trunk, the tree is “girdled” and will not live.
Respectfully submitted,
Z. CHAFEE.

